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HIA Calls for HAIKU

The 28th Halku Contest
Haiku Contest:
Announcement of the winning works:December 4 th, 2026
The judges will comment on the winning works in the HI journal.
The winning works will also appear in the HIA website.
Up to two haiku per entrant can be accepted for the entry
Note: Works already published elsewhere will not be accepted.
Entry Forms:Please use the Application form which is inserted in HI journals.
Photocopied Application form can be accepted
Please PRINT haiku clearly. Closing date:September 18th, 2026
judges: Toshio Kimura, David Burleigh
Entry forms should be sent to:
The Haiku International Association (HIA)
7 th Floor Azuma Building
2 -7 Ichigaya-Tamachi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0843 Japan
TEL:03-5228-9004
Check HIA Homepage https://www.haiku-hia.com
Supporters: Nihon Keizai Shimbun, The Japan Times
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DO, Gisela (GERMANY /JAPAN)
°

Oh Tannenbaum, oh! —

die Studenten erfragen

mein plitzchen rezept

LEE, Che-Yu (TAIWAN)

°

Looking up at

the pale winter crescent moon —
with a haggard face

HRYCIUK, Marshall John Louis (CANADA)

°
October day

settling down to a shade
of crimson

MONTREUIL, Mike (CANADA)
[ ]

clear stream

the emptiness

of fallen leaves

KURODA, Motoko (US.A.)
°

My husband Bill

ordered a second cherry tea
at NAKANO Plaza

Hoang Thi Hoa Sen (JAPAN)
[ ]

Spring season —

Buying the rain

Dancing
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WAZWAZ, Issam (JORDAN)
°

winter night —

the fox clearer

after the snowstorm

HAFERNIK, Johnnie Johnson (U.S.A.)
°

live music

at the neighborhood night market
summer solstice

MOMOI, Beverly Acuff (US.A.)
°

learning

not to rush

mushroom risotto

SHIMANE, Marie Annette (JAPAN/U.S.A.)
°

Clearing the garden;

Under all the old leaves —

Blooming violets

MACHMILLER, Patricia]. (U.S.A.)
°

spring night

laughter trailing after

the last guests

Somiyaa (Inner Mongolia)

°

A night that makes no sense
the stars

naked

DXV, A yHL (FILEY)
[ ]

ADIK

REDOH LD

INOEA

NTTIZy9,932— -3 I (TAUAH)
[

BT DT D

WA

HEOH

#FH, NN — (TAYH)
[ ]
anhnwi t®
)
EX R RV
I M)

%%, I TxyT (BR/TAUH)

[}

JiE Fir B
HEDOTIZ
BIZARTAHN

XUIT—, XNYYT . (TAUA)

[ ]
KO
B THERD

K

Viv— (RETNL)
[

BFICHE D WD

P Ay

#



Shevnee (Inner Mongolia) O x— (RE>DIV)

[ ] [ ]

Scattering snowflakes TIEWS L

sparrows descending PEWED 24

to herald spring FErxHTs

Bornood Khadaa (Inner Mongolia) KIL/S—K--NE— (RE>TI)
[ ] [ ]

Tinkle, tinkle F)F) v

the caravan’s bell F I OB

softens the chill wind LS <

Ba. Bold (Inner Mongolia) N— - KILK— (RE>TIL)
[ ] [ ]

Koma River woods EEN ORI

the crow and I NEblzLo

in our clumsy song ASELIH 72 s

HANSEN, Hanne (DENMARK) Nt 7+ (Frv—7)
° °

flat broad feet S TIRIL DR

in clumsy black shoes AEAS 7 HRHLI

always same model WO L E LD

MORTAZAFI, Milani S. Mohsen (IRAN) ENAY T4, 37-=2S. Tty (17))
° °

awakened HA5® %

by the dawn bird’s song — T O BOHKT—

an open widouw YA
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YASUHARA Yo

°

Though many come,

the place stays quiet

a plum-blossom teahouse

NITTA Sayoko

°

Gentle words

from the temple priest ...
a mild winter day

NISHIMURA Momoyo

°

Have the blossoms fallen
while you study abroad
in England

SATO Nobuko

°

Sunshine after deep snow
the Ishikari River runs
nearly straight

OKANISHI Nobue

°

Furisode and voices
lift into the air —
karuta match

TOKITA Kiyoshi

°

A dental office

shows Ohtani merchandise —
spring is close
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MIYOSHI Kahoru
[

Slipping past
mustard fields:
lkaruga, Horyuji

SUZUKI Kishin

[ ]

Soseki in London —
the melancholy

of a short day

WATANABE Michiko
°

Each of us
carrying a story —
Christmas Eve

ONISHI Masashi

[

The Olympic Torch

lit upon

the faded Arco della Pace

NUMATA Hakko

[ ]

Winter seaweed
eats up the moon
in the Ariake Sea

TANAKA Akiko

[}

Coming-of-Age Day —

the heart’s accelerator pedal
kicked forward
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HANO Yasuko

[

One more piece of war news —
lives

frost over

SUZUKI Bonan

[ ]

Mild winter day ...
extras drift in

on Rijodori Street

SHIMIZU Akiko

°

After snow shoveling
the day’s small reward:
a chocolate parfait

HOSOKAWA Michie

[

Spring cloudiness —

the shop’s closure decided
due to redevelopment

KAWAGUCHI Hiroto

[ ]

Scentless blossoms
mingling as well

in spring’s full glory

HENMI Shinzo

°

One cup, then two,

the best of all medicines
— long night
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NISHIDA Umejo

[

With Hakusan
directly in front of us
burning the fields

KIKUCHI Sachie
[ ]

Fitting rooms
crowded —
spring in the air

TSUTSUI Keika

°

Lunar New Year —
a heron walking

the well-named river

IMAIZUMI Kanoko

[

The old one

selling roses to the young one ...
Rome at noon

OKOSHI Hekiryu

[ ]

The abandoned track
fading in and out —
a vast flower field

NISHIKURA Mutsuko
°

Picking seri:

a solitary pastime
in my long life
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YASUTOMI Akiji

[

Spring afterglow ...
the crescent moon
starts to shine

YANO Mahiko

[ ]

On Lake Shinji

the waves turn rosy ...
spring sunset

SUKAWA Hisashi

°

Departing for migration;
the compass points
north-northeast

TANAKA Yoshiko

[

Sprouting new grass field;
a tricycle

pedals away

FUKUDA Hisashi

[ ]

With a faraway gaze
a thrush lifts his chest
into the headwind

NISHIGAMI Teiko

°

Like Urashima

| escape to Hawaii
away from the cold
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SUKEHIRO Noriko

°

Snake gourd

ever upwards

relying on a great tree

KUSANO Junko

°

Sex and age
hard to tell

puffed with layers

FURUKORI Takayuki
°

Lost in the lanes
of Kamakura

— fatsia in bloom

WADA Jin

°

Petal showers

from all directions —

the foreigner’s residence

BABA Yoshihiko

°

A rare moth species:

a parting gift

from the two-hundred-tenth day

KITABATA Tatsuaki

°

First winter shower —

| might suddenly run into
Santoka
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SAITO Sumiko

[

lomante —

how pitiful

the sacrificed cub

TASHIRO Maresuke

[ ]

Awakened

from a dream of fleeting glory
— the winter Milky Way

KUSAKARI Kofu

°

Blue sky

the plum of learning in bloom
— pure land

HARADA Shizuko

[

Waiting

for a single message ...
February ends

IIKAWA Sanmu

°

In the great north wind
the ema leaps;

a sudden neigh

KODAMA Seiryu

°

Geological disposal —

a hollow apple

a hundred thousand years on
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ISHIWATA Hisako

[

Placing

an incense stick upright
— Sakuramochi

HIRAI Aoi

[ ]

Quietly

boats leaving, boats returning;
plum blossoms in the wind

AIZAWA Seishisai

[ ]

Thread waste

tangled in the needle’s eye —
Hari-kuyo

MATSUMURA Minoru

[

Cherry blossoms falling —
with oars in unison

the boats race onwards

KUZUU Mimoza

[ ]

Longing for
Hoffmann’s Barcarole
this March

SATO Michie

°

Wiping the windows
as if polishing the sky
spring dust
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KUSANO Shoji

[

Plum blossoms —

| banish the demon
from my heart

AIZAWA Emiko

[ ]

Mazu Temple

red candles flicker —
spring begins

SAKATA Setsuko
°

My kei truck
now my beloved car ...
balmy spring day

MIZUTA Hiroko

[

The baby’s weight
on my arms

a warm day

SUGIHARA Yumeno
°

Deep blue sea —

fallen camellias lie like

a scarlet cloth

KUMAGAI Kakuko

°

Spring on the island
a white horse
slowly approaching
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YO Senshu

°

First sunrise
glowing through
the shelterbelt

KAMIYAMA Himeyo
[ ]

An infant’s

limbs lengthening:
a spring dream

CHIZUKO

°

Katakuri blossoms

| make them my markers

for descending the mountain

TSUKISHIRO Kafu
[

A swing —

the harmonica
out of tune

TAKAHASHI Kimiko

[ ]

Spring lamp ...

it shines through

the Lord’s hand in La Tour

GONNOKAMI Ikuo

°

Go out to the fields,
run barefoot —
spring earth
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MIYATA Masaru

[

The swan unfolds

a magnificent robe ...
the lake’s surface

KIKUCHI Keikai

[ ]

Rending the darkness
of seething blood
peony buds

KIKUCHI Nekkai

°

The woods breathing,
nymphs dancing ...
new-leaf light

AIKI Hideto

[

Breakfast in the Bangkok
an orchid

on a small dish

Translation by
Hiroyuki Murakami

(HI club O~® )

HISANAGA Sachiyo
(§8) Every winter night

my sleep more painful

my bones getting too sharper,

[ETIE] HII715 P22IZVL T OO A3 ) F L7ze EJIELBHUHL EIFE Y,

— (IE) Every winter night

my bones getting too sharper,
more painful to sleep
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IIDA Soju

°

wind blows

swarming round

like a column of mosquitoes

YUNA Yayohi

[ ]

The bamboo forest
waving a lot
autumn west wind

YOUI

°

Ferry cruise
farsea of Sanriku
in summer breeze

SATORU

°

Winter Galaxy —

myriad of fowls perished
by epidemic

MOCHIZUKI Yoshi-yoshi
°

Upas sirkamu
Kikukina ka ku=opas
San kotca=eare

HISANAGA Sachiyo

°

Winter running race —

Look, that red bricks on T.V.
my alma mater
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MATSUYAMA Yoshihiko
[

| suddenly feel uneasy
about the full blue

of the winter sky

SUENAGA Reiko

[ ]

Pruned cherry branches —
my husband

coming home

IKEDA Shoren

°

Tostaba café

un maestro

bajo un atardecer primaveral

YAMADA Yukiko

[

not seen but
certain of his song
bush warbler

KOIZUMI Yuko

°

mewing in anger

at a delivery man —
pregnant cat

BEEN Choko

°

another year

of age,

spring has come



KGRI ($E)
°

JEICHE ) L3I HE 2L H A

THE— (R®R)
[

LALALREOHMEHSONT

B 1 (&)
°

Fo2REIZ 5130 & I EFHL

IFBEF (38)

[ ]
WEOREL DL BON BRI

NESRZ (FIFRIL)

BAROFEE BE L 5FD)

BKEF (BH)

[ ]
% % FENIRREE G AR RO AE

21

KOBA Sumie

[

Riding on wind

ume blossoms’ scent
let close my eyes

KUDO Shinichi
[ ]

In aller Ruhe fangt

des Regens Rauschen in der Nachkalte

au zu tbnen

KEIWA

°

Fluffy mimosa
blooming in the breeze
on Mother’s death day

YAMATO Akiko

[

Kamelienblueten —

die schoenste faellt zuallererst,
dann nacheinander

OGAMI Shigejo

°

a diving cormorant
| lost sight of it
spring river

SHIMIZU Kyoko

°

a baby smiles

as called by her name
peach blossom
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HARUKI Saoko
[

The cat in love
wash its face
in the sun

NISHIKAWA Morio

[ ]

Higo camellia

escorting quietly

old house of Koizumi Yakumo

SHIRANE Junko

°

| have a sister

satisfied just by meeting
spring cold with cough

NAGAI Hiroko

[

The happy day,

| feel the cherry blossoms
are happy too

NOMA Minako

[ ]

from young grass

to the high stone washbasin
sparrows nimbly

KOUKO

°

Le mont Fuji recouvert de neige
est comme un dieu

qui défend le Japon
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OKA Tetsuo

[

with brand-new shoes on
stepping onto the first train
of the New Year

KAKAMI Keiko

[ ]

Snow on votive horse tablets
hiding half

of their wishes

NAKAMURA Kazue

°

spring water warms up
a girl waiting for the end
of Ramadan

YAMAMOTO Namiko

[ J

Graduation ceremony —
my old husband getting
Ph.D. with his cane

MIYAQO Takahiro

°

Early-blooming flowers
worth a detour

on my way home

KOMATSU Moe

°

wind caresses

the white plum blossoms
on Mukai’s day



AEETF (&) ISHIZAWA Sachiko
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R XDIRXDLEIFL S cherry blossoms
beginning to bloom
in deep and pale

XHENRE (&) AMANO Matsuo

[ ] [ ]

SAEL ERT 3 H11H picking horsetails
this year again
March 11

AREF (RR) UCHIMURA Kyoko

° °

KUY DLEFLRY 725 Hkd%k days getting longer

getting better
at skipping stones
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HIAEE wBHRIT
Selection and review by Kazuko Nishimura, HIA Director

| FIBEA |
Bornood Khadaa (Inner Mongolia) / RJL/ — K - N&— (RE>TI)

Tinkle, tinkle / the caravan’s bell / softens the chill wind
FOVFY Y/ R INUOETIC / ERALAS

(FF) WECTHAZMEN. Ty INVORIIEERSHAZBITL 20, 72
FIDKXLHTH, TOHEFIZKI EENT CLIRoTRTND L
&S %o FIFICEROED L2 LAILWTH IR b, FHOBNITE %,
FyINVOBEIZL S TELNS L3, WE Y INVIEEDOER S5 TIEO
B, HADOTOHOFICH 2T L)

A haiku captured through hearing. Caravans avoid traveling in the height of
summer or winter. Even on still-chilly days, the author realizes that spring is just
around the corner, by the sound of the bell. At the same time, the cold wind also
seems to be softened in author’s perception. Feeling the change of seasons through
the sound of a caravan bell is a sensibility unique to someone living in Inner

Mongolia. Let's listen to the sound of bells in the wind together.

W2 2l
IWFEBEF (R) / YAMATO Akiko

WEORFELR L DN HHEIC

Kamelienblueten — / die schoenste faellt zuallererst, / dann nacheinander

GE) BHO LI ICBETTW LD, &b RFICHW 72 —E % FRICKFIC
BoTWnlz, KBICHEDBLT LI o HLEBEVWL X2 0h 5, %ik
Lo THLFORFRIZHLEON LW ERG RS, IS EEB Lo
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POBFITINTVEDOT, FLTHENHNLLZ V. LS Z2Rko T
bo HWEIRWTWRRZIELE LT OEMTEZWEEDbNR S,

The camellia flowers are that of the author admires almost every day. She
especially cherished the one that bloomed most beautifully, yet it fell first. While
there is a sense of loss, it also makes me imagine that even as a fallen camellia,
its splendor is not diminished. Camellia petals and cores are firmly glued, so even
when they fall, their shape doesn’t collapse. The color stays vivid as well. This haiku

doesn’t seem to be only about lamenting the time when it was in full bloom.

[_PHRR |
HHETF (FH) / KUSANO Junko

PR S B AFERE SN T
Sex and age / hard to tell / puffed with layers

GF) 72 BALEDO%E, LEDLEZHIIBLLAVD L. HER» S MMk
Vo BLR LK DHESIRFLEND, HYEH) DOEEFRQLHR, &
SNTLE o7 HRGLIET 2R THE RS, £ SITHIAGE
FESATH LB THELF RV LZTIEDb2 5, HEOE W S BAI -
72058 AR OIS, HEBHON L 9.

There’s something funny about this haiku, that it makes you think the one
described here is probably a woman. It could be a self-portrait. Prioritizing warmth
over fashion, the author piled on whatever she had, and ended up looking puffed up.
Wearing a plain winter cap and looking in the mirror, it’s truly hard to tell her sex or
age. But you can at least imagine she’s not young. Understanding a bit of her self-
deprecating sense makes the haiku even more appealing. It can also make it more

relatable.

W54 1l
SHIMANE, Marie Annette (JAPAN / U.SA) / Y% %, I Fxvy7 (AX/T*U%H)

Clearing the garden; / Under all the old leaves — / Blooming violets

JERRER / HREOTIC /3T AHART AN
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GF) HEOMONS BRSO E 20, S S04 EE) 2 1 51F
mE% b, ROSHEDPHEVED LT oEOME, SHIZEAWICL
L) EMEZIY BRWS, MEEPREHD TV L, FEROEVDPED S
TL B ERKHT, BWCELE L DTS it oI bHo < 1B
B OETIEZRL, ROFHOIZ LM L7z i EIZE b SN

A small everyday observation becomes the seed for a haiku, creating a piece
that evokes quiet delight. In a corner of the garden where fallen leaves had long
accumulated, today she decided to clean up and remove the decayed leaves, and
surprisingly, violets had just started to bloom. We can share her feeling of the joy
of discovery, and at the same time, we also notice the contrast between the aged
leaves and the small life pushing up as buds. It's not the violet in full bloom, but the

emergence of a sign of the next season that makes this haiku special.

W5 Al
KFHBLF CrI) / NAGAI Hiroko

INLEHIZINLE) BB 7%
The happy day, / I feel the cherry blossoms / are happy too

GF) OMETRL LD, RE2EDBEPBEIND0EH72) T2 EED
NLE0H LN wA, HERANZE > TOROMEIE, NEREEZ XY HTE
%D, [INLEHIZ] ko TwEH, TORMND [ L EH] 34
R bo NMEDIT A THERTERIC, HAZBGESEL, Filiz fHi
BT LT BANDBBHRRT - TWw L, ZALIEZBDbE TN,

Even if it weren't cherry blossoms, it might seem obvious that a viewer's emotions
get projected onto what they see. But for the Japanese, cherry blossoms are flowers
that bring out the experiences of life, as well. The author writes “on happy days”,
but of course, there are also “sad days”. Every year, at different times in life, seeing
cherry blossoms brings back all sorts of memories. The older one get, the deeper
one’s feelings toward the cherry blossoms grow. That's what this haiku made me
think of.

* HI e EmDETIE. HAZENIBRICHEYELE T,
* HIA directors will take turns in the selection and review of the haiku.
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RULES OF APPLICATION FOR HI No. 172.

All members of HI may enter two haiku (new ones
only) for HI NO.175. Please send your haiku to the
Editorial Room of HI, ¢/o HAIKU INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION Azuma Building 7F, 2-7, Ichigaya
Tamachi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0843 Japan by the end
of December 2026.

Please use the APPLICATION FORM on the reverse
side, and print all letters.

In writing your name, please write the surname first in
capitals like SHAKESPEARE, William.
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